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October 3.

.  THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHIJSETTS

. GENERAL COIJRf

s'rarE HousE, BosroN 02133_1053

2008

Stephanie Danieison
Chair, Conservation Commission
City of Brockton
45 School Steet
Brockton. MA 02301

D€ar Chair Danielson:

On July 10, 2008, we expressed our steadlast oppositiotl to the Iocation of a I50

Megawatt electric generating polver plant next to the Salisbury PIain River' We contintre

our opposition. In our July lOh letter we raised concems that the proposed t'acility .'viii

significantly aflect and alter the bordering wetlands to the detriment of the indigenous
species. vegetation and the integrily ofthe river itself'. We would like to |ake this
opportLrnity lo snpplement our comn]ents based on isstles mised al the last mceling-

At the July ldh meeting, the issue was raised by the Commission as to whether
Brockton Power had secrred all "obtainable permits" before filing the Notice oflntent.
llrocktoD i'olvef contended that by liling tbr an exe$ptiou undcr Massachusetts Generitl
Laws Chapter 40A, section 3 from local zoning laws they have obtained all permits
before petitioning the Conservation Commission. Chapter 40A, section i states, in part,
that "(l)ands or structures used, or to be used by a public service cotporation may be
exenrl)ted in panicular respects from the operation of a zoning ordinance or bylaw if,
upon pctition ofthe corpolation, the dcpartment of telecommunicatio|ls aDd energy shall,
after notice given pursuant to section eleven and public headng in the town or city,
determine the exemptions required and fiDd that lhe present or proposed use ofthe land
or structure is reasonably necessary for the convenience or welfare of the public . "

while it is true that Brockton Power has apPlied for this exemption with lhe
department, it has not been approved. The City ofBrockton has stated its strong
opposition to this exemplion, including a resolve ofthe Brockton City Council opposing
the exemption request. We have also, in lettcrs to Secretary Ian Bowles' slated our strong
opposition to thjs exemption. Concems have be€n mised before the Energy Facilities
Siting Board as 10 lhe adverse effects this proposcd plant will have on thc health and



jalery oI the rcsidenls of Brocklon ttnd lhe surrorrnding conlmrniLic"_ lhesc conccms

reqarding Lhe health 1nd safety of. lbutt(rs to the planl rre issues thal  involve tht

i lnr.ntnce or *. l f r rc ofthe publ ic Thcrelbrc unl i l  Ibe ( lElermi i l i l iLr l r  un lhe

ex€mption requesl is made, Brocklon Power has nol secured all ohtainablc p€rmits

Withou( lhe exemption, Brocklon Power sunds before the Conseffation

Commission in lhe same iooting as any olhcr pelilioner' They jhiruld be rcquircd to seek

all lopal permits including site reaielv arrd all zonrD8 rpprovals fh€retbre' the petltlon

shouid bi denied tbr lailure to secure all "oblainable permits "

Tha.nk you lor your coopemtion in this matler'

Sincerely,

Creedon
cprcsentalive


